INTRODUCTORY ESSAY,

ON   THE

RISE, PROGRESS, AND DECLINE OF ISLAM.

IT was on Mount Sinai, out of a bush, burning yet not con-
sumed, that Jehovah called to Moses, who had been, during
a long exile, a keeper of sheep in Arabia, and appointed
him the leader of his people Israel. It was many centu-
ries later, that, in the fortieth year of his age, the promul-
gater of Islam, who had been in the habit of retiring for
a season for prayer and fasting to a mountain in a distant
part of the same Arabia, announced that he had been com-
manded, not, indeed, by the divine voice, yet by the angel
Gabriel, to complete, as the seal of prophecy, the dispensations
of the Almighty, by restoring the faith of his presumed pro-
genitor Abraham, which men had corrupted by associating
with the Creator his creatures, comprehending under the same
condemnation, the Polytheist, the Christian, who assigns to
him a Son, and, strange 'as it may seem, the Jew.* Of the
mission of Moses, which he reluctantly accepted, though con-
firmed at the instant by two unquestionable miracles, no rea-
sonable doubt ean be entertained; but for that of Mohammed
we have no testimony but his own; and without adopting the*
feelings of rancorous opponents, exaggerating his offences, oy
rejecting whatever he taught that deserves the commendation
of the candid, the result of an impartial investigation must be,
that his claim to inspiration cannot be substantiated. The com-
mand to Moses was specific. The revelation which Mohammed

* The Jews say Ezra is the Son of God (Kor. ix. 30.) The Commen-
tator Beidhawi observes that this imputation must have been true, be-
cause, when read to the Jews, they did not* contradict it; but for this
we have only his "authority. He adds, that Ezra was called the Son of
God, because he restored, from his recollection, the Law, which had heei).
lost, and thus explains away the charge.